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iISqFt and Master Builders of Iowa
Reflect on 10 Years of Success

“It’s hard to believe it’s been 10 years, but I guess it has,” says Scott Norvell, President and
CEO of Master Builders of lowa (MBI). “Just a decade ago, back in 2001, we were all
using paper, and a lot of it. If a subcontractor needed to get information about a job, he had
no choice but to drive down to the plan room. Things have changed.”

Dave Conway, President and CEO of iSqFt, remembers some early meetings that marked
the beginning of a revolution for the commercial construction industry. “The world was
going digital, and we could see that pretty soon everything would be available online.
Music, movies--everything. Everything but jobs and project information. We knew that was
a gap that iSqFt could fill.”

“But they would need projects to put online,” says Norvell, “and that was what we were
good at. And to this day we’re still the best project information harvesters out there. We’re
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absolutely committed to making sure our members know about as many jobs as possible.”

“You’re right,” says Conway. “MBI is one of the best, and you shared our vision for changing the way the commercial
construction industry works. You saw that a decade ago, which is one of the reasons I think our partnership has worked so well.”

When asked what kinds of changes their partnership and vision have brought to the commercial construction industry, Scott
Norvell is quick to point to efficiencies. “There isn’t a doubt in my mind that the time savings iSqFt has to offer our members has
reduced the cost of construction. No more driving to plan rooms, access to project documents any time of day, and GCs can invite
bids with the click of a button. I honestly can’t imagine trying to do business in today’s economic climate without a resource like
iSqFt.”

So what do these two visionaries think is next? “As much as I’d like to say that everyone in the construction industry gets the
value of services like iSqFt,” says Conway, “the reality is that we’re only about halfway there. Every day there are still a lot of
people driving to plan rooms, printing plans on plotters just to do takeoffs, networking and hoping to find out about private jobs--
this is still happening every day. We’ve come a long way, but there’s still a long way to go. We know that.”

“But at the end of the day, these past 10 years have been really productive for MBI, iSqFt, and the commercial construction
industry,” says Norvell. “Given our strategic planning effort, I expect the next 10 to be even better.”

Welcome to the iSqFt 10 Learning Center

Over the past several months iSqFt has been telling you that they were making changes based on your feedback, and they’ve been
working hard to prove it by making the kinds of improvements you've been asking for.

An example of their commitment is in the form of the new iSqFt Learning Center.

Through surveys and conversations, you've told iSqFt that you would like options in how you learn about iSqFt 10; that you'd like
to discover things on your own, at your pace and on your schedule; and that online videos were your preferred method of training.
iSqFt heard you, loud and clear.

In addition to information about recent updates to iSqFt 10 and walkthrough tutorials, the iSqFt Learning Center contains brief
training videos designed to help you use the new application to your advantage, and get you up and running faster. Most videos are
under 2:00 minutes in length, and all are task-specific, so you can get the exact help you need, right when you need it.
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The Secret of the Advanced Search
Are you using this amazing iSqFt 10 tool?

You already know that iSqFt brings our subscribers tons of jobs and nifty filtering, sorting, and searching tools that help them find
just the right ones. But have you seen the Advanced Search in iISqFt 10? It seems to be the best-kept--and coolest--secret in the
construction industry.

(Before you continue reading, I should tell you that we’ve created a short video that shows you how to find and use our Advanced
Search. You can find it at the top of the Advanced Search page inside iSqFt 10, where you see the question mark icon. Just click
and enjoy...)

Under the Projects tab, where you can choose what kinds of jobs you want to view, you’ll see Advanced Search toward the
bottom. Click on that and you’ll be taken to a page that lets you perform really detailed searches by:

Keyword or phrase (you can actually search for up to five at a time by clicking the green plus sign)
Date range

Estimated project value

Project location

Project Phase

Project Class

Project Category

Oh, and did I mention that once you’ve set up your super-filter, you can save it and apply it whenever you want? Pretty nifty, huh?

Advanced Search gives you the tools to find not just jobs in your service area and trades; it gives you the power to find the jobs
you really want. The next time you’re poking around iSqFt 10, take a look at Advanced Search. You’ll be glad you did.
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